Books You Should Read
Before the Movies Come Out!
Coming soon to theaters (and bookshelves) near you.
As Developed by Caroline Rogers of Southern Living Magazine
You’ve heard it. “The book was so much better than the movie. You have to read the book first!” Well,
here’s a chance to test that cliché with 26 books you should read before the movies come out. These
highly anticipated upcoming film releases promise entertainment in the movie theater, but you can double
the fun by reading the books on which they're based. Your new favorite book—or movie—may be among
their ranks. If you can’t get around to reading the books before seeing the films, that’s okay, if you loved
the movie you know you can follow up with the book. These movies are all in development or are
imminent releases, which gives you time to collect the books and start reading!

Bel Canto by Ann Patchett
Ann Patchett’s wonderful novel—about an American soprano in an unnamed
South American country who becomes entangled in a hostage situation—will be
a must-see when it’s released on screen in 2018. Julianne Moore (Still Alice,
Maggie's Plan) stars as the American singer, with renowned soprano Renee
Fleming providing Moore’s singing voice.

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie
Kenneth Branagh (Hamlet, Love's Labour's Lost) directs the latest adaptation of
this 1934 Christie classic, which will be released on November 10, 2017.
Branagh also stars as Hercule Poirot alongside Daisy Ridley (Star Wars),
Michelle Pfeiffer (Batman Returns), Leslie Odom, Jr. (Hamilton), and Johnny
Depp (Pirates of the Caribbean).

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
This childhood favorite is shaping up to be the most highly anticipated film of
2018. Ava DuVernay directs the adaptation of L’Engle’s classic, and Oprah
Winfrey (The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks), Reese Witherspoon (Wild), and
Mindy Kaling (The Mindy Project) appear as Mrs. Which, Mrs. Whatsit, and Mrs.
Who, respectively. It’s set to be released in March 2018.

Molly’s Game by Molly Bloom
Jessica Chastain (Zero Dark Thirty) and Idris Elba (Beasts of No Nation) star in
this Aaron Sorkin-penned film. Sorkin (The Social Network, Moneyball) also
makes his directorial debut with the true story of Molly Bloom, a young woman
who organizes a glamorous, underground high-stakes poker ring—until the
operation begins to crumble around her. The film will be released in November
2017.

The Black Count: Glory, Revolution, Betrayal,
and the Real Count of Monte Cristo by Tom Reiss
For those who loved The Count of Monte Cristo, this Pulitzer Prize winner is a
must-read, and the film adaptation will be a must-see once it’s produced. It
recounts the true story of Thomas-Alexandre Dumas, the father of author
Alexandre Dumas and once the highest-ranking person of color to embark on
military service in Europe. Director Cary Fukunaga (True Detective, Beasts of
No Nation) is attached, as is John Legend (La La Land), who will produce.

Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Auggie Pullman, a fifth grader with a facial difference, starts public school
for the first time in this young adult novel about kindness, acceptance, and
family. The upcoming film stars Jacob Tremblay (Room), Owen Wilson (The
Royal Tenenbaums), and Julia Roberts (Erin Brockovich), and it will be
released in November 2017.

Tulip Fever by Deborah Moggach
This 2017 film stars Dane DeHaan (A Cure for Wellness, Valerian and the City
of a Thousand Planets) and Academy Award winners Alicia Vikander (The
Danish Girl, Ex Machina) and Christoph Waltz (Django Unchained, Inglorious
Basterds). Both the book and the film are set in 17th-century Amsterdam in the
midst of the booming tulip trade.

Where’d You Go, Bernadette by Maria Semple
In this novel, agoraphobic architect Bernadette disappears, leaving her 15year-old daughter Bee to embark on a mission to find her. Cate Blanchett
(The Curious Case of Benjamin Button) is playing Bernadette and Richard
Linklater (Boyhood) is directing the movie, which is currently filming and
will be released in 2018.

The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and
Madness at the Fair That Changed America by Erik
Larson
This true-life tale follows two men—Daniel Burnham, the architect of the 1893
Chicago World’s Fair, and Dr. H.H. Holmes, a serial killer who preyed on visitors
to the fair—in a thrilling book by Erik Larson. Martin Scorsese (The Departed) will
direct the film, and Leonardo DiCaprio (Titanic, The Revenant) is set to play Dr.
H.H. Holmes.

Thank You for Your Service by David Finkel
David Finkel’s novel about U.S. soldiers returning from deployment in Iraq and
struggling to transition back into civilian life will be coming to theaters in October
2017. The film stars Miles Teller (Whiplash), Amy Schumer (Trainwreck), and
Haley Bennett (The Girl on the Train).

Red Sparrow by Jason Matthews
This spy thriller set in present-day Russia pits Russian intelligence officer Dominika
Egorova against CIA officer Nathaniel Nash. Complications ensue. Set to be released
in March 2018, the film stars Jennifer Lawrence (Silver Linings Playbook), Joel
Edgerton (Loving), Mary-Louise Parker (The West Wing), Matthias Schoenaerts (Far
from the Madding Crowd), and Jeremy Irons (Margin Call).

Queen of Scots: The True Life of Mary Stuart by
John Guy
Margot Robbie (The Wolf of Wall Street) and Saoirse Ronan (Atonement, Brooklyn)
star in Mary Queen of Scots, the film based on John Guy’s enthralling book Queen of
Scots: The True Life of Mary Stuart, a deeply researched portrait and dramatic
biography of a complex ruler.

The Snowman by Jo Nesbo
This installment in the Inspector Harry Hole series is a heart-pounding thriller that
follows the detective’s investigation into a disappearance, a mysterious snowman,
and a taunting killer. The film will be released in October 2017 and stars Michael
Fassbender (Slow West, The Light Between Oceans) and Rebecca Ferguson (The
Girl on the Train, The White Queen).

J.D. Salinger: A Life by Kenneth Slawenski
Learn how the reclusive author got his start in this wonderful biography by
Kenneth Slawenski. The film adaptation, Rebel in the Rye, stars Nicholas Hoult
(Mad Max: Fury Road) and Kevin Spacey (American Beauty) and will be released
on September 8, 2017.

Annihilation by Jeff VanderMeer
The first installment in Jeff VanderMeer’s Southern Reach Trilogy is a marvel of
science fiction writing. The upcoming Paramount film promises to be just as
astonishing, with Natalie Portman (Black Swan), Gina Rodriguez (Jane the
Virgin), Tessa Thompson (Creed), and Oscar Isaac (Inside Llewyn Davis)
attached, with the visionary Alex Garland (Ex Machina) set to direct.

The Mountain Between Us by Charles Martin
Kate Winslet (Titanic, The Reader) and Idris Elba (Luther, Beasts of No
Nation) star in this dramatic film, which follows two strangers struggling for
survival after their plane crashes in a snowy mountain wilderness. Charles
Martin wrote the book upon which the film is based, and you can see it in
theatres from October 2017.

Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter
This movie (currently in development) promises gorgeous landscapes
galore, as it begins on the Italian coast in 1962 and spans decades while
moving to present-day Hollywood. Pulitzer Prize winner Richard Russo
called the book an “absolute masterpiece,” and Sam Mendes (American
Beauty, Revolutionary Road) is set to produce and possibly direct the
adaptation.

The Emperor's Children by Claire Messud
The film adaptation of Claire Messud’s 2006 book—about three Brown
University graduates and their lives in the wake of 9/11—is a long-awaited
project with several exciting filmmakers attached. Lake Bell (Home Again, In a
World...) is set to direct the script penned by Noah Baumbach (Frances Ha, While
We're Young), and Jeff Bridges (The Big Lebowski, True Grit) will star.

Call Me by Your Name by Andre Aciman
Armie Hammer (Free Fire, The Social Network) and Timothée Chalamet
(Interstellar) star in the film adaptation of André Aciman’s novel about a
summer romance between a young man named Elio Perlman and a doctoral
researcher visiting the Perlman family’s 17th-century Italian villa. The film is
directed by Luca Guadagnino (A Bigger Splash, I Am Love) and is set to be
released in November 2017.

Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
The film adaptation of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s novel Americanah is
currently in development, with Lupita Nyong’o (12 Years a Slave) and David
Oyelowo (Selma, A Most Violent Year) attached to star as two people once in
love whose diverging experiences lead them to reconnect years later.

The Mothers by Brit Bennett
This compelling Southern California-set novel has more than a few fans around
the world, making it a perfect opportunity for adaptation. It follows 17-year-old
Nadia Turner, who attempts to navigate the world around her in the wake of her
mother's suicide and in the years that follow. Kerry Washington (Scandal,
Confirmation) is set to produce the film, with more details to come.

On Chesil Beach by Ian McEwan
Ian McEwan’s spellbinding book follows a young British couple to Dorset for their
honeymoon. Emily Watson (War Horse), Saoirse Ronan (Brooklyn, Atonement) ,
and Samuel West (Suffragette, Howards End) are set to star in the drama with a
screenplay penned by the author, who also wrote Atonement and Amsterdam.

Crazy Rich Asians by Kevin Kwan
John Chu directs the film adaptation of Kevin Kwan’s satirical novel about a
couple, Nick and Rachel, who fly from New York to attend a wedding in
Singapore. When they arrive, Rachel finds out that Nick’s family is incredibly
wealthy. Constance Wu (Fresh Off the Boat) and Henry Golding star alongside
Ken Jeong (The Hangover) and Harry Shum, Jr (Glee).

Ophelia by Lisa Klein
This retelling of Shakespeare’s Hamlet presents the story from Ophelia’s point
of view, revealing the secrets behind her tragic romance. The film is set in the
14th century and told in contemporary language. Star Wars breakout Daisy
Ridley will star alongside Naomi Watts (The Glass Castle, Mulholland Drive),
Clive Owen (Children of Men, Gosford Park), and George MacKay (Captain
Fantastic).

All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven
Author Jennifer Niven wrote the YA novel and also penned the screenplay, which
introduces audiences to two young students who meet atop a school bell tower
and embark on an unexpected friendship. Elle Fanning (Maleficent, The Beguiled,
The Neon Demon) is attached to star.

The Invisible Man by H.G. Wells
This 1897 science fiction classic about a scientist who successfully makes
himself invisible and gets stuck that way will become a future film starring
Johnny Depp (Pirates of the Caribbean, Edward Scissorhands).
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1. Bel Canto by Ann Patchett
Ann Patchett’s wonderful novel—about an American soprano in an unnamed South American country who
becomes entangled in a hostage situation—will be a must-see when it’s released on screen in 2018. Julianne
Moore stars as the American singer, with renowned soprano Renee Fleming providing Moore’s singing voice.
2. Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie
Kenneth Branagh (Hamlet, Love's Labour's Lost) directs the latest adaptation of this 1934 Christie classic, which
will be released on November 10, 2017. Branagh also stars as Hercule Poirot alongside Daisy Ridley (Star Wars),
Michelle Pfeiffer, Leslie Odom, Jr. (Hamilton), and Johnny Depp.
3. A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
This childhood favorite is shaping up to be the most highly anticipated film of 2018. Ava DuVernay directs the
adaptation of L’Engle’s classic, and Oprah Winfrey, Reese Witherspoon, and Mindy Kaling appear as Mrs. Which,
Mrs. Whatsit, and Mrs. Who. March 2018 release date.
4. Molly’s Game by Molly Bloom
Jessica Chastain (Zero Dark Thirty) and Idris Elba (Beasts of No Nation) star in this Aaron Sorkin-penned film.
Sorkin (The Social Network, Moneyball) also makes his directorial debut with the true story of Molly Bloom, a
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will be a must-see once it’s produced. It recounts the true story of Thomas-Alexandre Dumas, the father of author
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Auggie Pullman, a 5th grader with a facial difference, starts public school for the first time in this young adult
novel about kindness, acceptance, and family. The upcoming film stars Jacob Tremblay (Room), Owen Wilson, and
Julia Roberts. Release in November 2017.
7. Tulip Fever by Deborah Moggach
This 2017 film stars Dane DeHaan (A Cure for Wellness, Valerian and the City of a Thousand Planets) and Academy
Award winners Alicia Vikander (The Danish Girl, Ex Machina) and Christoph Waltz (Django Unchained, Inglorious
Basterds). Both the book and the film are set in 17th-century Amsterdam in the midst of the booming tulip trade.

8. Where’d You Go, Bernadette by Maria Semple
In this novel, agoraphobic architect Bernadette disappears, leaving her 15-year-old daughter Bee to embark on a
mission to find her. Cate Blanchett is playing Bernadette and Richard Linklater (Boyhood) is directing the movie,
which is currently filming and will be released in 2018.
9. The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That Changed America by Erik
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This true-life tale follows two men—Daniel Burnham, the architect of the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair, and Dr. H.H.
Holmes, a serial killer who preyed on visitors to the fair—in a thrilling book by Erik Larson. Martin Scorsese will
direct the film, and Leonardo DiCaprio is set to play Dr. H.H. Holmes.
10. Thank You for Your Service by David Finkel
David Finkel’s novel about U.S. soldiers returning from deployment in Iraq and struggling to transition back into
civilian life will be coming to theaters in October 2017. The film stars Miles Teller (Whiplash), Amy Schumer and
Haley Bennett (The Girl on the Train).
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the film based on John Guy’s enthralling book Queen of Scots: The True Life of Mary Stuart, a deeply researched
portrait and dramatic biography of a complex ruler.
13. The Snowman by Jo Nesbo
This installment in the Inspector Harry Hole series is a heart-pounding thriller that follows the detective’s
investigation into a disappearance, a mysterious snowman, and a taunting killer. The film will be released in
October 2017 and stars Michael Fassbender (Slow West, The Light Between Oceans) and Rebecca Ferguson (The
Girl on the Train, The White Queen).
14. J.D. Salinger: A Life by Kenneth Slawenski
Learn how the reclusive author got his start in this wonderful biography by Kenneth Slawenski. The film
adaptation, Rebel in the Rye, stars Nicholas Hoult (Mad Max: Fury Road) & Kevin Spacey. Released September 8th.
15. Annihilation by Jeff VanderMeer
The first installment in Jeff VanderMeer’s Southern Reach Trilogy is a marvel of science fiction writing. The
upcoming Paramount film promises to be just as astonishing, with Natalie Portman, Gina Rodriguez (Jane the
Virgin), Tessa Thompson (Creed), and Oscar Isaac (Inside Llewyn Davis) attached, with the visionary Alex Garland
(Ex Machina) set to direct.

16. The Mountain Between Us by Charles Martin
Kate Winslet and Idris Elba (Luther, Beasts of No Nation) star in this dramatic film, which follows two strangers
struggling for survival after their plane crashes in a snowy mountain wilderness. Charles Martin wrote the book
upon which the film is based, and you can see it in theatres from October 2017.
17. Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter
This movie (currently in development) promises gorgeous landscapes galore, as it begins on the Italian coast in
1962 and spans decades while moving to present-day Hollywood. Pulitzer Prize winner Richard Russo called the
book an “absolute masterpiece,” and Sam Mendes (American Beauty, Revolutionary Road) is set to produce and
possibly direct the adaptation.
18. The Emperor's Children by Claire Messud
The film adaptation of Claire Messud’s 2006 book—about 3 Brown University graduates and their lives in the
wake of 9/11; a long-awaited project with several exciting filmmakers attached. Lake Bell (Home Again, In a
World...) to direct the script penned by Noah Baumbach (Frances Ha, While We're Young). Jeff Bridges will star.
19. Call Me by Your Name by Andre Aciman
Armie Hammer (Free Fire, The Social Network) and Timothée Chalamet (Interstellar) star in the film adaptation of
André Aciman’s novel about a summer romance between a young man named Elio Perlman and a doctoral
researcher visiting the Perlman family’s 17th-century Italian villa. The film is directed by Luca Guadagnino (A
Bigger Splash, I Am Love) and is set to be released in November 2017.
20. Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
The film adaptation of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s novel Americanah is currently in development, with Lupita
Nyong’o (12 Years a Slave) and David Oyelowo (Selma, A Most Violent Year) attached to star as two people once
in love whose diverging experiences lead them to reconnect years later.
21. The Mothers by Brit Bennett
This compelling Southern California-set novel has more than a few fans around the world, making it a perfect
opportunity for adaptation. It follows 17-year-old Nadia Turner, who attempts to navigate the world around her in
the wake of her mother's suicide and in the years that follow. Kerry Washington (Scandal, Confirmation) is set to
produce the film, with more details to come.
22. On Chesil Beach by Ian McEwan
Ian McEwan’s spellbinding book follows a young British couple to Dorset for their honeymoon. Emily Watson (War
Horse), Saoirse Ronan (Brooklyn, Atonement), and Samuel West (Suffragette, Howards End) are set to star in the
drama with a screenplay penned by the author, who also wrote Atonement and Amsterdam.
23. Crazy Rich Asians by Kevin Kwan
John Chu directs the film adaptation of Kevin Kwan’s satirical novel about a couple, Nick and Rachel, who fly from
New York to attend a wedding in Singapore. When they arrive, Rachel finds out that Nick’s family is incredibly
wealthy. Constance Wu (Fresh Off the Boat) and Henry Golding star alongside Ken Jeong (The Hangover) and
Harry Shum, Jr (Glee).

24. Ophelia by Lisa Klein
This retelling of Shakespeare’s Hamlet presents the story from Ophelia’s point of view, revealing the secrets
behind her tragic romance. The film is set in the 14th century and told in contemporary language. Star Wars
breakout Daisy Ridley will star alongside Naomi Watts (The Glass Castle, Mulholland Drive), Clive Owen (Children
of Men, Gosford Park), and George MacKay (Captain Fantastic).
25. All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven
Author Jennifer Niven wrote the YA novel and also penned the screenplay, which introduces audiences to two
young students who meet atop a school bell tower and embark on an unexpected friendship. Elle Fanning to star.
26. The Invisible Man by H.G. Wells
This 1897 science fiction classic about a scientist who successfully makes himself invisible and gets stuck that way
will become a future film starring Johnny Depp.

